, 


Chodorov, Frank. 1948. “How a Jew Came to God.” Analysis 4 (5): 1-4 


FRAWN 


vL lV. NO, a 


Flos a Jew Came to God 


Nol that 


and 


LM a Jew least ol 


all abrupt declaration 
cere only lo introduce the 


AnVOne Cones, 


myself, 4 


ntellectual experience, fl SErMon nor any- 
thine a Purpose, My excuse for 
bringines the matter up at this time is that there 
same talk about a 


story of an 
ot 
sugzeslive of 
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recrudescence olf this phrase, with its socially 
unpleasant connotations, has again got me to 
gcking mysclf what it is that I am when J name 
myself, or am named, a Jew. For the better 
part of a half century I have tried to capture 
the invariable positives and negatives of the 
human being so labelled, but, eo far, my in- 
tellectual curiosity has not been answered. 1 
admit that this curiosity was whetted on the 
emery wheel of unpleasant experiences, but it 
is till lively after the years have turned these 
experiences into pleasant reminiscences, 

Maybe 1 would have forgotten the whole thing 
if some people who call themselves Christian, 
_shieh defies definition almost as stubbornly, did 
not make it their business to re-fasten the label 
on me whenever through forgetfulness I have 
allowed the edges to become loose. They seem 
to care a great deal more than I do. And they 
show their concern in ways that are often. in- 
genious and with a sense of delicacy: and some- 
times they are not so nice about it, There's the 
fellow who explains, when he invites me to 
lunch, that he is not taking me to his club—1 
did not know he belongs to one— because 
“there's a stupid feeling among the members, 
which of course I do not share, that might prove 
embarrassing, and J wouldn't have that for all 
the world.” Or the one who in a complimentary 
mood assures me that | am not a Jew but “like 
one of us.” And the cliché “some of my best 
Friends are Jews” is definitely used to properly 


place me. Thus, by innuendo, inference or di. — 
‘tect statement, or even a knowing look, 1 am compatr 
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| LOOK into the mirror and see there the re. 

lection of fe “lures similar to those worn hy 
others called Jews, Yes, my fuce hos a marked 
resemblance to my father's, also to my brothers’, 
and my children hear the same features. Maybe, 
then, there are certain distinctions of physiog- 
nomy which, if they could be captured in words, 
would settle this matter of definition, However. 
| observe features quale Bue egestive al my own 
worn hy people who are not called Je ws; the 
exclusiveness becomes uncertain, My people 
came from Russia, and | notice thar many Rus- 
sian Christians, on the hasis of their facial char- 
acteristics, could easily pass for blood relations. 
Then | see Jews with straight, thin noses, dark 
skins and slender contours, features usually as. 
sociated with Latin peoples; the Jewish virl | 
married was sometimes taken for a Spaniard, 
Again, there is the hooked probosew of the Ger- 
man Jew which is equally characteristic of the 
Aryan faces. The search for a definition must 
fo beyond features. 

T said my people came from Russia, from the 
southern part, around Odessa. In the eighth and 
ninth centuries that part of the world was oc- 
cupied by a pagan people known as the Khazars. 
The record classifies them as Tartars, but as the 
territory embraced a transit between the Black 
Sea and the Caspian, there is some doubl as to 
the singleness of their blood, for in all proha- 
bility it was tainted with Persian, Hun, Arme- 
nian, Slavonic and whatever other kind came 
down this path of war and trade. Now, legend 
has it that many of these Khazars were con- 
verted to Judaism; some say the entire tribe 
was. Can it be, then, that far back among my 
progenitors I could find an adulterated Tartar? 
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None of this money will ever come back to us, Our tariff poli 
makes a refund practically impossible, The bonds sold to rb 
this money will continue to;drain our economy for hundreds) 
years; repudiation seems to/be the only Way we Can ever get ni 
of this burden. 

shall we send good money after bad? What for? 


Ii don't want war. Another war will see the end of our ri 
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the directives issued by the omniscient saviors of the pape q bs 
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